Soil Notes
· Characteristics – 
· Regolith - ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

· Soil - _________________________________________________________

· Soil Composition – 

· 1._____________________________________________________________

· 2.____________________________________________________________

· 3.____________________________________________________________

· 4.____________________________________________________________

· Good soil = at least 50% mineral and organic matter!

· Texture – 

· Soil has different_________________________________

· Texture supports ability for_________________________

· Loam is BEST because______________________________

· Soil Chart – KNOW HOW TO READ!!

· Soil Formation Factors – 

· 1.  Parent Material - ______________________________________________

· 2.  Time - ______________________________________________________

· 3.  Climate - ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

· 4.  Organisms - __________________________________________________

· Plants - ___________________________________________________

· Microorganisms - ____________________________________________

· Burrowing animals - __________________________________________

· 5.  Slope – Steep or flat?

· Steep slopes = _________________________________

· Flat areas = _____________________________________________
· Soil Profiles – Show the characteristics from the surface down.

· Soil Horizons – Show each individual zone
· 3 Main Horizons

· A Horizon – called topsoil – consists mostly of organic matter, insects, fungi and microorganisms - _________________________________________________

· B Horizon – called subsoil – consists of clay particles washed out of A Horizon

· C Horizon - _____________________________________________________

· Soil Erosion – Water is a BIG factor - ______________________________________

· But so are ________________

· Human activities remove the vegetation that covers soil!

· ______________________________________________________________

